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John F. MacArthur, Jr., The Charismatics: A Doctrinal Perspective (Grand
Rapids: Zondervan, 1978).

It seems ironic that critics of charismatic extremism are so frequently
scolded for being unloving and divisive. Listen to these comments by
charismatic Benny Hinn: “Somebody’s attacking me because of
something I'm teaching. Let me tell you something, brother: You watch
it!... You know, I've looked for one verse in the Bible; I just cant seem
to find it. One verse that said ‘If you don’t like them, kill them.’ I really
wish I could find it!... You stink, frankly-that’s the way I think about it!...
Sometimes I wish God will give me a Holy Ghost machine gun; I'll blow
your head off!” [“Praise-a-thon” broadcast on the Trinity Broadcasting
Network (November 8, 1990.]

Paul Crouch is scarcely more charitable. Of his critics, he said, “I think
they’re damned and on their way to hell and I don’t think there’s any
redemption for them... I say, to hell with you! Get out of my life! Get out
of the way! And I want to say to all you scribes, Pharisees, heresy
hunters-all of you that are going around picking little bits of doctrinal
error out of everybody’s eyes... Get out of God’s way; quit blocking God'’s
bridges, or God’s going to shoot you if I don’t... Get out of my life! I don't
want to even talk to you or hear you! I don't want to see your ugly face!
Get out of my face in Jesus’ name.” [“Praise the Lord” broadcast on the
Trinity Broadcasting Network (April 2, 1991),]

Hinn’s and Crouch’s railings were aimed at godly men and women (many
of them fellow charismatics) who had raised valid biblical questions about
some of the novel Word Faith teachings frequently aired on Crouch’s
television network. Crouch called his critics’ analyses “doctrinal doodoo.”
I am not aware of a single incident anywhere- certainly not on live
international television- where anyone has publicly spoken disparagingly
of charismatics in the kind of savage and caustic language used in those
two samples. Why would anyone consider it unloving or ungracious to
examine doctrine biblically, but acceptable to defend oneself with such
philistine threats?

MacArthur, The Charismatics, 58.

Jan Crouch, “Costa Ricans Say “Thank You for Sending Christian
Television!”” “Praise the Lord” newsletter (September 1991), 4.

Choose Your Weapons, Saints of God” (advertisement), Charisma
(September 1989), 14-15.

“The Prophet of Prosperity,” Dallas Times Herald (June 24, 1990), Al.

In its context this verse forbids physical violence against kings. In no way
does it condemn careful Scrutiny or criticism of preachers and teachers.
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Such an application would violate the clear command of I Thessalonians
5:21: “Examine everything carefully.”

Howard M. Ervin, These Are Not Drunken, As Ye Suppose (Plainfield, N.J.:
Logos, 1968), 3-4.

J. Rodman Williams, Renewal Theology (Grand Rapids: Zondervan,
1990), 326 (emphasis in original).

Frederick Dale Bruner, A Theology of the Holy Spirit (Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans, 1970), 33.

For this account see Dennis Bennett, Nine O’Clock in the Morning
(Plainfield, N.J.: Logos International, 1970).

John L. Sherrill, They Speak with Other Tongues (Old Tappan, N.J.: Spire,
1964), 51.

I do not say that charismatics knowingly or willingly foster duplicity or
hypocrisy. In any philosophy that tends to gauge spirituality by external
standards — be it fundamentalist legalism, sanctimonious asceticism,
communal pietism, religious institutionalism, hard-line pharisaism, wild-
eyed mysticism, or rigid monasticism —keeping up appearances tends to
take priority over openness and honesty. In the charismatic movement,
sensational spiritual experiences are more highly valued than quiet
devotion. Is it any wonder if some people are tempted to exaggerate or
pretend?
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Gordon L. Anderson, “Pentecostals Believe in More Than Tongues”, in
Harold B. Smith, ed., Pentecostals from the Inside Out: (Wheaton I11.:
Victor, 1990),55.

Kenneth Copeland, Laws of Prosperity (Fort Worth: Kenneth Copeland
Publications, 1974), 65.

Mary Stewart Relfe, “Interview with Dr. Percy Collett,” Relfe’s Review
(Report #55, August 1984), 3.

Ibid., 1-8.

Ibid., 5.

Ibid.

Ibid., 5-6.

Ibid., 7.

Ibid.

Ibid.

Some charismatic leaders acknowledge this problem. Kenneth Hagin, an
advocate of the charismatic Word Faith message, wrote, “A minister who
at one time was very sound said, ‘I don’t need that book any more. I am
beyond that.’ Then he threw the Bible on the floor. ‘I have the Holy Ghost.
I am a prophet. God sends my instructions direct” The Gift of prophecy
(Tulsa: Kenneth Hagin Ministries, 1969), 24.

Roberts Liardon, "I Saw Heaven,” (Tulsa: Harrison House, 1983), 6, 19
(emphasis in original).

Ibid.,16 -20. About this last item, Liardon Writes, “I thought, My land,
Overdoses will Kill people. But then I thought, Well, the Holy Ghost won't
Kill you. He’ll just translate you!” He adds, “When Jesus saw me look at
that bottle, He laughed. And when He laughs, it's the most hilarious thing
you’ll ever see and hear. He leans back and roars with laughter. You'd
think He was going to collapse from laughing, He gets into it so much!
That’s one reason He's so strong: He laughs so hard. You see, the joy of
the Lord is His strength!” (Ibid., 20.).

Ibid., 16-17.

Ibid., 22.
Ibid., 26.
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17- Not to be outdone, Aline Baxley, “an ex-alcoholic and drug addict,” says

18
19

20

21
22
23
24
25
26
27

28

29

she has been to hell, and “"God brought her back to tell her story.” She
advertises a free tract that tells her story. ['I Walked in Hell and There Is
Life After Death” (advertisement), Charisma (November 1990), 145. ]
Aline Baxley’s testimony may be the vanguard of a new charismatic fad.
Recently I watched a broadcast of The 700 Club featuring a woman who
claimed to have experienced hell in a near-death experience during
surgery. The following week, a charismatic friend sent me a book that
purports to be divinely inspired, detailing yet another woman’s visions
and out-of-body experiences in hell. [Mary Kathryn Baxter, A Divine
Revelation of Hell (Washington: National Church of God, n.d.).]

See John 5:28-29 and I Thessalonians 4:16-17.

For a helpful discussion on the relationship between Roman Catholic
theology and Charismatic thinking, see Gordon H.Clark, I Corinthians: A
Contemporary Commentary (Philadelphia: Presbyterian and Reformed,
1975), 223-227.

Vinson Synan, “The Touch Felt Around the World” Charisma (January
1991), 80.

Ibid., 81-82.

Ibid., 82.

Ibid.

Ibid., 83.

Ibid.

Ibid.

Ibid. Regarding the application to missions, Synan adds, “The major

significance of this event to Parham lay in his belief that tongues were
‘xenoglossolalia, or Known languages, which the Lord would give to
prospective missionaries for use in evangelizing foreign lands. This was
further confirmed in his mind when linguists, foreigners and government
interpreters visited the school and claimed that at least 20 languages and
dialects were perfectly spoken and understood.” [Ibid.]

As far as I know, however, none of that has ever been independently
confirmed. If true, it is difficult to explain the school’s failure later in the
year. It would seem that Bethel should have become one of the greatest
missionary training schools in church history. But I know of not one
missionary-from Bethel or any other charismatic organization-who has
used tongues in the way Parham envisioned.

Dennis Bennett, Nine o’clock in the Morning (Plainfield, N,].: Logos,
1970).

Frederick Dale Bruner, A Theology of the Holy Spirit (Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans, 1970), 21 (emphasis in original).
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30- Henry Frost, Miraculous Healing (New York: Revell, 1939), 109-110.

31- Charles Farah, “Toward a Theology of Healing,” Christian Life 38
(September 1976), 78.

32- John R. W. Stott, Your Mind Matters (Downers Grove, Ill.: InterVarsity,
1972), 7.

33- Ibid., 10

34- James Orr, The Christian View of God and the World (New York:
Scribner’s, n.d.) 21.

35- For an evaluation of existentialism see C. Stephen Evans, Existentialism
(Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1984).

36- Clark H. Pinnock, Set Forth Your Case (Chicago: Moody, 1967), 69-70.
Pinnock himself evidently no longer holds this view. He has certainly
denied its implications by abandoning his commitment to absolute biblical
inerrancy and by endorsing the charismatic movement because of his own
experience. [Clark H. Pinnock, “A Revolutionary Promise,” Christianity
Today (August 8, 1986), p. 19.]

37- For an evaluation of humanism see Norman L.Geisler, Is Man the
Measure? (Grand Rapids: Baker, 1983).

38- For a discussion of the absolute nature of truth see William Barret,
Irrational Man (Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday, 1962), and Francis A.
Schaeffer, How Should we then Live? (Old Tappan, N.]J.: Revell, 1976).

39- S. Angus, The Mystery-Religions and Christianity (New York: Dover,
1975), 66-67.

40- Eugene H. Peterson, “Baalism and Yahwism Updated,” Theology for Today
(July 1972), 139-141.

41- Pinnock, Case, 73.
42- Harold Lindsell, The Battle for the Bible (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1976).

43- Robert K.Johnson, “Of Tidy Doctrine and Truncated Experience,”
Christianity Today (February 18, 1977), 11.

44- Larry Christenson, Speaking in Tongues (Minneapolis: Dimension Books,
1968), 40.

45- Michael Harper, A New Way of Living (Plainfield, N.J.: Logos, 1973), 12.

46- ]. Rodman Williams, The Era of the Spirit (Plainfield, N.J.: Logos, 1971),
55.

47- Ibid.
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(A Jual alyay il
“Oral Roberts: Victory Out of Defeat,” Charisma (December 1989), 88.

“The Tapes That Are Healing the Nations” (advertisement), Charisma
(October 1988), 69.

Occasionally, one of the “inspired” books finds a publisher. David
Wilkerson, The Vision (Old Tappan, N.J.: Spire, 1974) is one such example.
The book was subtitled “A Thrilling Prophecy of the Coming of
Armageddon.” “"Deep in my heart I am convinced that this vision is from
God, that it is true, and that it will come to pass,” Wilkerson wrote [12]. It
did not. Wilkerson predicted, “Nature will release its fury with increasing
intensity over the next decade. There will be short periods of relief, but
almost every day mankind will witness the wrath of nature somewhere in
the world”[36]. Wilkerson predicted a cataclysmic earthquake that would
start a panic somewhere in the United States- "“the biggest, most
disastrous in its history” [32]. He foresaw many catastrophes, including
world-wide financial calamity. Perhaps most ironic of all, Wilkerson
predicted a decline of the “positive thinking” doctrines (25).

I recently received another supposedly inspired book by mail. An
endorsement on the book’s back cover, written by Dr. T. L. Lowery« senior
pastor of the National Church of God in Washington, D. C., says “Unlike
other books, I believe that the Holy Spirit has brought this writing into
being for time and eternity. The experiences and the message are of
utmost importance to the body of Christ. I believe that God’s anointing will
rest upon this book and minister to every person who reads these
contents.” Clearly, Pastor Lowery believes the book is on par with
Scripture. But I thumbed through the 171-page book and found it to be
filled with speculation, bizarre fantasy, and much teaching that is
inconsistent with Scripture. [Mary Kathryn Baxter, A Divine Revelation of
Hell (Washington: National Church of God, n.d.).]

Pentecostals Set Priorities,” Charisma (January 1991), 44.
The Strongman of Greed,” Charisma (March 1991), 40 (italics in original).

Kenneth E. Hagin, “The Glory of God” (Tulsa: Faith Library, 1987), 14-15
(emphasis added).

Ibid., 15-16.
Ibid., 16.

J. Rodman Williams, The Era of the Spirit (Plainfield, N.J.: Logos, 1971),
16.

10- Edward N. Gross, Miracles, Demons, & Spiritual Warfare (Grand Rapids:

Baker, 1990), 150-52.
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19
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24-
25-
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27-

28-
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30-

Thomas A. Thomas, The Doctrine of the Word of God (Philadelphia:
Presbyterian and Reformed, 1972), 8-9.

Dewey Beegle, The Inspiration of Scripture (Philadephia: Westminster,
1963), 140 (emphasis in original).

Ibid. 141.

Dewey Beegle, Scripture, Tradition, and Infallibility (Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans, 1973), 308.

Ibid.

Ibid., 309.

A recent Charisma article recommended this: “To meditate on our
personal prophecies, we should record them if at all possible. If someone
approaches us saying he or she has a word from God, we should ask the
person to wait a moment until we can get an audio recorder, or else ask
the person to write it down. If the word comes from someone on the
platform during a meeting that is not being recorded, we must try to write

down as much as possible, getting at least the main points.” [ Bill Hamon,
“How to Receive a Personal Prophecy,” Charisma (April 1991), 66.]

Williams, Era, 16 (emphasis added).

Ibid (emphasis in original).

Ibid., 27-28.

Ibid., 29.

J. Rodman Williams, “Opinion,” Logos Journal (May-June, 1977), 35.

Kenneth Copeland, “Take Time to Pray,” Voice of Victory (February 1987),
9.

Ibid.
Larry Lea, “Are you a Mousekateer?” [sic], Charisma (August 1988), 9.

Melvin L. Hodges, Spiritual Gifts (Springfield, Mo.: Gospel Publishing
House, 1964), 19-20.

“Bernard Jordan Presents the Monthly School of the Prophet”
(advertisement), Charisma (December 1990), 31.

“Do Only Prophets Hear God’s Voice? No!” (Advertisement), Charisma
(December 1990), 112.

René Pache, The Inspiration and Authority of Scripture (Chicago: Moody,
1969), 319.

Henry Alford, Alford’s Greek Testament, vol. IV (Grand Rapids: Baker,
1980), 530.



31- George L. Lawlor, Translation and Exposition of the Epistle of Jude
(Philadelphia: Presbyterian and Reformed, 1972), 45.

32- For a helpful discussion of the Apocrypha, see Norman L. Geisler and
William E. Nix, A General Introduction to the Bible (Chicago: Moody,
1986), chaps. 15, 17.

33- For a more detailed treatment of the canon, see Geisler and Nix; and F.
F. Bruce, The Canon of Scripture (Downers Grove, Ill,: InterVarsity,
1988).

34- It is not accurate to use Agabus to support theories of continuing
revelation. Agabus’s only recorded prophecies were given while the canon
was still open.
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David Pytches, Some Said It Thundered (Nashville: Oliver Nelson, 1991).
Ibid., 109.

Bob Jones, "The Shepherd’s Rod” cassette tape (Kansas City, Mo.: Kanses
City Fellowship, October 1989).

Ibid.

Ibid. Bickle no longer defends Jones so staunchly as he once did. In
November, 1991, John Wimber distributed a letter to Vineyard churches
and constituents notifying them that Jones was undergoing a process of
“restoration” after having confessed to sexual misconduct and abuses of
his prophetic gifting.

Wimber offered to take the Kansas City Prophets into the Vineyard in
order to correct their excesses, disciple them, and hold them accountable.
But almost immediately he began using them to teach.

John White, Foreword to David Pytches, Some Said It Thundered, ix-X.
Ibid., xix

Ibid., xi-xii.

Ibid., xiii (emphasis in original).

Ibid., xvi (emphasis in original). White seeks support for his statement in
a dubious interpretation of IKings 13:7-32. The passage is sometimes
thought to relate the account of a true prophet who prophesied falsely.
But note that the false prophet in that narrative is never identified as a
“man of God,” while the honest (but disobedient) prophet in that passage
is. Second Kings 23:17 identifies the false prophet as “the prophet who
came from Samaria.” He may well have been an unbelieving seer whose
powers were demonic-hence his superstitious request (1Ki.13:31). Note
also that he was not immediately punished for his lying, even though the
“man of God” he duped died for his disobedience.

There are several examples in Scripture where unrighteous men
sometimes prophesied accurately. But there is no clear example in
Scripture of a true, righteous prophet of God who ever uttered false
prophecy while purporting to be speaking for God.

Some imagine that the distinction between Old Testament and New
Testament prophecy negates the principle of Deuteronomy 13:1-5;
18:20-22. They claim that prophets in the church age are not to be judged
according to the truthfulness of their prophecies, for New Testament
prophecy is different in character from Old Testament prophecy. Wayne
Grudem [The Gift of prophecy in the New Testament and Today
(Wheaton: Crossway, 1988)], for example, argues for two levels of New
Testament prophecy. One is apostolic prophecy, which is infallible and on
a par with both Old Testament prophecy and the inerrant written Word of
God. The other is the gift of prophecy, which is meant to edify, encourage,
and comfort. I would agree. But unlike Grudem I do not believe this
second level of prophecy is revelatory.
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Grudem believes prophets today speak messages revealed to them
supernaturally from God. Yet he believes these messages may not always
be one hundred percent accurate. Unfortunately, Grudem never answers
the obvious dilemma his position raises: How can any message revealed
by God contain error? False prophecy by definition cannot be from God.
For a fine discussion of whether inspired prophecy in the New Testament
was always infallible, see appendix 3, “Is the New Testament Gift of
Prophecy Fallible?” in Norman Geisler, Signs and Wonders (Wheaton, Ill.:
Tyndale, 1988), 157-162.

Bill Hamon, “"How to Receive a Personal Prophecy,” Charisma (April 1991),
63.

Ibid., 65.

Ibid. (emphasis in original).

Hamon’s view puts God at the mercy of happenstance. It characterizes
him as capricious-adapting his Word to events beyond his control-as if he
were unable to know or control the future. This view is obviously the
product of a theology that rejects the biblical teaching about God’s
sovereignty.

Ibid., 66 (italics in original). See also footnote 17, in chapter 2 in this
book.

Ibid.
Ibid., 68.
James Ryle, “Sons of Thunder,” (Longmont, Colo.: Boulder Valley

Vineyard), preached I July 1990.

Cited in Henry Bettenson, ed., Documents of the Christian Church
(London: Oxford, 1963), 77.

Ibid.

Ibid.

Ibid., 78.

Earle E. Cairns, Christianity through the Centuries (Grand Rapids:
Zondervan, 1954), 110-11.

Larry Christenson, “Pentecostalism’s Forgotten Forerunner,” in Vinson
Synan, ed. Aspects of Pentecostal-Charismatic Origins (Plainfield, N.J.:
Logos, 1975), 32-34.

Gabriel Moran, Scripture and Tradition (New York: Herder and Herder,
1963), 20.

George Tavard, Holy Writ or Holy Church (New York: Harper, 1959), 8.
Ibid., 164.

Bettenson, ed., Documents, 261 (emphasis added).

Richard P. McBrien, Roman Catholicism (Oak Grove, Minn.: Winston,
1981), 880.

Loraine Boettner, Roman Catholicism (Philadelphia: Presbyterian &
Reformed, 1962), 162.

Norman L.Geisler and William E.Nix, A General Introduction to the Bible
(Chicago: Moody, 1986), 175.
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J. K. S. Reid, The Inspiration of Scripture (London: Methuen 1957), 278-
79 (emphasis in original).

Cited in R. A. Finlayson, “"Contemporary Ideas of Revelation,” in Carl F.H.
Henry, ed. Revelation and the Bible (Grand Rapids: Baker, 1974), 225.
C.H. Dodd, “The Bible as the Word of God,” in Millard J. Erickson, ed. The
Living God: Readings in Christian Theology (Grand Rapids: Baker, 1973),
273.

Charles Farah, “Toward a Theology of Healing,” Christian Life, 38
(September 1976), 81.

Ibid.

Bettenson, ed., Documents, 201.

Book of Mormon, Alma 5:45-46. Cf. the Mormons’ seventh article of
faith:”"We believe in the gift of tongues, prophecy, revelation, visions,
healing, interpretation of tongues, etc.” James E. Talmage, The Articles
of Faith (Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints,
1972), 2.

The Christian Science Journal (July 1975), 362.

Ibid., 361.

Mary Baker Eddy, The First Church of Christ, Scientist, and Miscellany
(Boston: First Church of Christ, Scientist, 1941), 115.

Watchtower (April 15, 1943), 127.

Stephen Strang, “A Caution on Personal Prophecy,” Charisma (September
1989), 9.

Joseph Dillow, Speaking in Tongues (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1975),
190.

Kenneth E. Hagin, “The Gifts and Calling of God” (Tulse: Faith Library,
1986), 12.

Ibid., 13.
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Gordon D. fee, "Hermeneutics and Historical Precedent-a Major Problem
in Pentecostal Hermeneutics,” in Russell P. Spittler, ed., Perspectives on
the New Pentecostalism (Grand Rapids: Baker, 1976), 119-122.
Bernard Ramm, Protestant Biblical Interpretation (Grand Rapids: Baker,
1970), 17-18 (emphasis in original).

An excellent handbook on inductive Bible Study is Richard Mayhue, How
To Interpret the Bible for yourself (Chicago: Moody, 1986). See also
Irving L.Jensen, Independent Bible Study (Chicago: Moody, 1963).
Some of the cults have done this with I Corinthians 15:29, which speaks
of baptism for the dead. Admittedly this is a difficult verse to understand,
and there are at least thirty possible interpretations offered to explain
what it is saying. The verse should not be used as a launching point for
a new doctrine. Rather, we should understand it in light of Scriptures
that are clear.

J.1. Packer, God Has Spoken (London: Hodder and Stoughton, 1965),74.
Clark H. Pinnock, Biblical Revelation (Chicago: Moody, 1971), 216.
Charles and Frances Hunter, Why Should "I” Speak in Tongues?
(Houston: Hunter Ministries, 1976).

Ibid., 7-8.

Ibid. 13.

Oscar Vouga, “Our Gospel Message” (Hazelwood, Mo.: Pentecostal
Publishing House, n.d.), 20.

Hunter and Hunter, Why Should "1”?, 9-10.

Hunter and Hunter, Why Should "1"?, 10

For a helfgul discussion of this issue, see William Hendriksen, The Gospe/
of Mark (Grand Rapids: Baker, 1979), 682-687.

This use in no way contradicts the primary interpretation of Matthew
8:17, as aptly indicated by William Hendriksen:

The question might be asked, however, “In what sense is it true that
Jesus took the infirmities and diseases upon himself, and thus off the
shoulders of those whom he befriended?” Certainly not in the sense that
when, for example, he healed a sick person he himself became afflicted
with that very sickness. The true answer can be reached only by
examining what Scripure itself says about this. Two things stand out:
(@) He did so by means of his deep sympathy or compassion, thus
entering fully and personally into the sorrows of those whom he came
to rescue. Again and again this fact is mentioned. Jesus healed because
he pitied. See the following passages: Matt. 9:36; 14:14; 20:34; Mark
1:41; 5:19; cf. 6:34; Luke 7:13 This note of compassion enters even
into his parables (Matt. 18:27; Luke 10:33; 15:20-24, 31, 32). At least
just as important is (b) He did it by means of his vicarious suffering for
sin, which-and this, too, he felt very deeply-was the root of every ill, and
dishonored his Father. Thus whenever he saw sickness or distress he

Yoo



experienced Calvary, his own Calvary, his own bitter, vicarious suffering
throughout his life on earth but especially on the cross. That is why it
was not easy for him to heal (Mark 2:9; Matthew 9:5). That also
accounts for the fact that at the tomb of Lazarus he was deeply moved
and agitated in the spirit.

It was in this twofold sense that the Lord took our infirmities upon
himself and carried our diseases. Our physical afflictions must never be
separted from that without which they never would have occurred,
namely our sins. Note how very closely the Isa. 53:4, 5 context connects
these two; for verse 4- “Surely, our diseases he has borne ..... * - is
immediately followed by: “He was wounded for our transgressions; he
was bruised for our iniquities.” [William Hendriksen, The Gospel of
Matthew (Grand Rapids: Baker, 1973), 400-401.]
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Providence is God’s supernatural, sovereign control over all natural events
so that his plan and purposes are achieved.
Augustus H. Strong, Systematic Theology (Philadelphia: Judson, 1907),
118.
Bob Greene, “Jesus on a Tortilla: Making of Miracle?” Chicago Tribune (July
11, 1978), A3.
Joe Diemer, “Jesus’ Image Seen in Fire,” The Gloucester County Times
(December 23, 1980), Al.
Gregory Jaynes, “In Ohio: A Vision West of Town,” Time (September 29,
1986), 8-14.
Maybe It's Not the Freezer of Turin, but Arlene Gardner Says She Sees
Jesus on Her G.E.” People (June 29, 1987), 80.
C.S. Lewis, Miracles (New York: Macmillan, 1960), 5.
Kenneth L. Woodward with Frank Gibney, Jr., "Saving Souls-Or a Ministry?”
Time (July 13, 1987), 52.
C. Peter Wagner, The Third Wave of the Holy Spirit (Ann Arbor: Vine,
1988), 112.
John Wimber, Power Healing (San Francisco: Harper & Row, 1987), 38,
62.
Norman Geisler, Signs and Wonders (Wheaton, Ill,: Tyndale, 1988), 119.
Woodward and Gibney, “"Saving Souls,” 52.
For a thorough discussion of this issue, including a look at all the biblical
passages that are commonly used to refute this claim, see appendix 2,
“Are Miracles Always Successful, Immediate, and permanent?” in Geisler,
149-155.
David du Plessis, The Spirit Bade Me Go (Oakland: du Plessis, n.d.), 64.
Frederick Dale Bruner, A Theology of the Holy Spirit (Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans, 1970), 27.
du Plessis, Spirit, 64.
A fourth period of miracles yet to come is described in the book of
Revelation.
Jack Deere, “God’s Power for Today’s Church” (tapel), (Nashville:
Belmont Church, n.d.).
Deere is so determined to find biblical support for an ongoing ministry of
signs and wonders that he misreads Jeremiah 32:20: “*[God] has set signs
and wonders in the land of Egypt and even to this day both in Israel and
among mankind; and Thou hast made a name for Thyself, as at this day.”
Deere believes Jeremiah was saying signs and wonders continued in
Egypt and Israel after the Exodus and that Jeremiah was acknowledging
their existence even in his day. What Jeremiah actually wrote, of course,
was that God had made a name for himself through the signs and wonders
he performed in Egypt, and that his name was known “even to this day”
both in Israel and among the Gentiles. Anyone familiar with Old
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Testament history knows that the miracles of the Exodus were unique,
and the Israelites always recalled them as evidence of their God’s
greatness.

Victor Budgen, The Charismatics and the Word of God (Durham, England:
Evangelical Press, 1989) 99, (italics in original).

B. B. Warfield, Counterfeit Miracles (Carlisle, Pa.: Banner of Truth, 1918),
25-27.

Budgen, The Charismatics, 243-244.

Robert M. Bowman, Jr., Craig S.Hawkins, and Dan Schlesinger, “The
Gospel According to Paulk” Part 2, Christian Research Journal (Summer
1988), 16.

Graham Banister, “Spiritual Warfare: The Signs & Wonders Gospel,” The
Briefing (April 24, 1990), 15.

Budgen, The Charismatics, 91.

Robert M. Bowman, Jr., Craig S. Hawkins, and Dan Schlesinger, “The
Gospel According to Paulk” Part 1, Christian Research Journal
(Winter/Spring 1988), 13.

Budgen, The Charismatics, 94.

See, for example, Charles R. Smith, Tongues in Biblical Perspective
(Winona Lake, Ind.: BMH, 1972), 60.

For a defense of the view that the apostles of Christ were limited to the
twelve (and Paul), see J. Norval Geldenhuys, Supreme Authority (Grand
Rapids: Eerdmans, 1953).

Alva McClain, The Greatness of the Kingdom (Grand Rapids: Zondervan,
1959), 409.

Samuel Green, A Handbook of Church History (London: Religious Tract
Society, 1913), 22.

Cited in Charles and Frances Hunter, Why Should "I” Speak in Tongues?
(Houston: Hunter Ministries, 1976), 74-75.

Russell Bixler, It Can Happen to Anybody (Monroeville, Pa.: Whitaker,
1970), 59.
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2- Ibid.

3- Wagner writes, “The label ‘Third Wave’ surfaced while I was being
interviewed on this subject by Pastoral Renewal magazine. So far as 1
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book, The Third Wave. It is simply a term which I found convenient at
the moment, and which others now have picked up, to describe this new
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It is difficult to characterize Third Wave doctrine in a way that is fair to
all who identify with the movement. I do not mean to imply in this
chapter that everyone in the Third Wave is guilty of all the errors I have
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differnces (see footnote 71). Consequently, dissenting views within the
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assured me privately that he does not necessarily share some of the
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Power Evangelism’s Appendix B, “Signs and Wonders in the Twentieth
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decade, the world will turn to Jesus as never before in any era. Neutrality
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recover the lost apostolic powers and with them will cure AIDS,
emancipate the underprivileged, and impress the gospel upon hundreds
of millions of people.”
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For a more complete treatment of the sufficiency of Scripture, see John
F. MacArthur, Jr., Our Sufficiency in Christ (Dallas: Word, 1991).
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Tim Stafford, “Testing the Wine from John Wimber's Vineyard,”
Christianity Today (August 8, 1986), 18.

Wagner, The Third Wave, 87.

Walter Chantry, “Powerfully Misleading,” Eternity (July-August 1987),
29.

Wimber, Power Evangelism, 88.

Ibid, 89 (emphasis in original).

John Wimber, “Healing Seminar” (3 tapes) 1981 edition (unpublished),
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Ibid.

Wimber, Power Healing, 215-23.
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“avoidance of divisiveness at almost any cost,” [C. Peter Wagner, “Third
Wave,” Dictionary of Pentecostal and Charismatic Movements (Grand
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